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stonian finance, and complained that, with normal
conditions once again established, no effort whatever
had been made to introduce the Finance Bill at the
usual time. The procedure adopted of relegating the
Bill to the last moments of the autumn session had,
he said, deprived the House of Commons of any
opportunity of doing its duty by the country in the
review of national finance, and left had no chance
for the discussion of the practical working of the new
principles of taxation and complicated administrative
machinery introduced by the 1909 budget.

Mr. Snowden, who endorsed all Mr, Chamberlain
had said in regard to the delay in dealing with the
Bill, proceeded in a characteristic speech to express
his own. dissatisfaction and that of his followers with
the existing state of the finances.

Revenue from taxation should, he held, be used
not merely for the purpose of meeting necessary
expenditure, but should also be applied for the purpose
of bringing about a better distribution of wealth.
He joined issue with the opinions expressed by the
Chancellor of the Exchequer in his recent speech
advocating that no one should be exempt from
taxation; for, in Mr. Snowden's opinion, indirect
taxation was " a violation of every just and sound
principle." His speech wound up with the startling
suggestion that the State should buy up the whole
of the land of the country " root and branch, fully
compensating the present owner," and then, in order
to obtain revenue for increased national expenditure,
should nationalise the railways. " I conclude/* he
said, " as I began by expressing my regret that more
opportunity has not been given to the House of